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Thaton and deported to his northern capital its entire popu-
lation of 30,000 souls, including the king and his court and all
the clergy. The sacred scriptures were borne by no less than
thirty-two white elephants, we are told. At Pagan a special
library building, the Tripitakataik, was erected to house them.
Directed by Shin Arahan, Mon monks spread far and wide the
doctrine of Hinayana Buddhism. Pali, the language of the
Tripitakas, became the sacred language of the Burmese. The
Mon alphabet was adopted, and Burmese became for the first
time a written, not merely a spoken language.
The conquest of Thaton in 1057 was a decisive event in
Burmese history. It brought the Burman into direct contact
with the Indian civilizing influences in the south and opened
the way for intercourse with Buddhist centres overseas, es-
pecially Ceylon. The possession of the Pali scriptures revo-
lutionized his outlook: they supplied him 'ready-made, with a
complete mental outfit' (Luce). They introduced him to the
Buddhist ethic, which, as monasteries and teachers multiplied
throughout the land, began to exert its moral force, to restrain
his more barbarous impulses, and to liberate him from the
worst of his animistic practices.
But let it not be thought that Anawrahta and Shin Arahan
brought back pure Hinayana Buddhism from Thaton as the
chronicles assert. The evidence of the inscriptions, Luce warns
us, shows that the Buddhism of Pagan 'was mixed up with
Hindu Brahmanic cults, Vaisnavism in particular. It was tinged
with Mahayanism, and towards the end of the dynasty at least
with Tantrism. It rested doubtless on a deep bed of Naga and
Nat worship.'1 And it is interesting to note that the throne-
room, built for himself by the captive King Manuha of Thaton
in the Nanpaya shrine at Myinkaba, south of Pagan, and still
in existence, contains bas-reliefs of Hindu deities, "so
prominent", says Harvey, "as to leave no room for doubt that
Thaton Buddhism was largely Hindu".2 Hinayana Buddhism
has subsequently made great strides toward eliminating these
extraneous elements. But it still retains traces of Brahmanism,
1 Luce, G. H., 'Burma's Debt to Pagan', Journal of the Burma Research
Society, Vol. XXII, p. 121.
2 Harvey, G. E,, History of Burma, p. 28.